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fortified his determination.   But it had appar-
ently diminished his chances of future success, for'
the futile manner in which the plot had been
executed, and the ease with which it had been
suppressed, had made of him a laughing-stock
amongst   everyone   except  his   more   intimate
personal adherents.  He spent two  months in
America.   Then came a letter from his mother
announcing that she was about to undergo an
operation.   He hastened back to Arenenberg
in time to remain at her side throughout her last
illness and death, which took place in October.
France thereupon demanded his expulsion from
Swiss territory, which was firmly refused. But the
prince was anxious not to embarrass this friendly
State, and also believed that he might obtain
more publicity for himself and his  cause  in
England.   So to London he went with Persigny,
Vaudrey, and Doctor Conneau, taking up his
quarters  first in   Lord   Cardigan's   house   in
Garlton Terrace and then in Lord Ripon's in
Carlton Gardens.

Mixing freely in Society, he soon was on in-
timate terms with Disraeli and other prominent
persons of the younger school, and became a fre-
quenter of the functions at Lady Blessington's.
Yet he was so reserved and sombre that he quickly
gained the nickname of " Prince Taciturn.95 But
faith in his destiny never forsook him. The Duke